
5.257 Prohibited Camping, Lying, and Sleeping. 

(1) As used in this section: 

(a) “To camp” means to set up or to remain in or at a campsite. 

(b) “Campsite” means any place where any stove or fire is placed, established or maintained for the purpose 
of maintaining a temporary place to live, or where the use of any tent, lean-to, shack, or any other structure, 
or any vehicle or part thereof is placed, established or maintained for the purpose of maintaining a temporary 
place to live. 

(c) “Bedding materials” means a sleeping bag, bedroll, or other material used for bedding purposes, 
including materials used to keep warm and dry while sleeping. 

(d) “The Greenways” refers to the Bear Creek Greenway, the Larson Creek Greenway, the Lazy Creek 
Greenway, and the Navigator’s Landing Greenway. 

(e) “Vehicle camping in a lawful parking space” refers to a person experiencing homelessness utilizing a 
motor vehicle in a lawful parking space as a temporary place to live. The vehicle must be operational and must 
be moved at least every 24 hours. To fall within this definition, the parking space at issue cannot be adjacent 
to residences. 

(f) “Personal property” means any item that can reasonably be identified as belonging to an individual and 
that has apparent value or utility. 

(2) It is found and declared that: 

(a) From time to time persons establish campsites on sidewalks, public rights-of-way, under bridges, and so 
forth; 

(b) Such persons, by such actions create unsafe and unsanitary living conditions which pose a threat to the 
peace, health, and safety of themselves and the community; 

(c) During high and extreme fire conditions, the Greenways and Prescott Park pose a unique fire danger due 
to dry brush and abundant fuel sources; 

(d) Enforcing existing arson laws and burning prohibitions on an incident-by-incident basis alone on the 
Greenways and Prescott Park during high and extreme fire conditions does not provide sufficient protection 
to public peace, health, and safety under such conditions, because of increased fire ignition potential and the 
rapid rate at which fire spreads under such circumstances; 

(e) It is difficult for emergency personnel to evacuate individuals camping on the Greenways or Prescott Park 
during a fire event; 

(f) Wildfires on the Greenways and Prescott Park pose a severe threat to persons and property, including 
residents and property owners near those areas and persons experiencing homelessness within those areas; 
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(g) Camping, lying, or sleeping on a playground or sports field fundamentally undermines the public’s ability 
to use that public property for its intended purpose; 

(h) Camping, lying, or sleeping on or near railroad tracks, or in a manner that obstructs sidewalks prevents 
the public’s ability to use that public property for its intended purpose and can in some situations result in 
imminent threats to life; 

(i) This section’s regulations are meant strictly to regulate the use of publicly owned property, and are not 
intended to regulate activities on private property; and 

(j) The enactment of this provision is necessary to protect the peace, health, and safety of the City and its 
inhabitants. 

(3) No person shall place or utilize bedding materials upon any sidewalk, street, alley, lane, public right-of-way, 
park, greenway, or any other publicly owned property or under any bridge or viaduct for more than 24 hours 
consecutively in a particular location, unless otherwise specifically authorized by this code, or by declaration of the 
Mayor in emergency circumstances, or by executive order of the City Manager pursuant to such declaration, or by 
declaration of the City Manager in the case of a severe event. 

(4) (a) Except as set forth in subsection (4)(b) of this section, no person shall camp in or upon any sidewalk, 
street, alley, lane, public right-of-way, park, greenway, or any other publicly owned property or under any 
bridge or viaduct. 

(b) The prohibition in subsection (4)(a) of this section does not apply to tent camping or vehicle camping in 
the following circumstances: 

(i) If otherwise specifically authorized by any provision of the Medford Municipal Code; 

(ii) By declaration of the Mayor in emergency circumstances, if so authorized by the declaration; 

(iii) By executive order of the City Manager pursuant to such declaration, if so authorized by the 
executive order; 

(iv) By declaration of the City Manager in the case of a severe event, if so authorized by the declaration; 
or 

(v) If the City publishes on its website a written policy authorizing tent camping or vehicle camping on 
specific publicly owned properties, then tent camping or vehicle camping on such properties is lawful and 
permissible consistent with the time, place, and manner constraints contained within any such written-
and-published City policy. 

(5) No person shall camp, lie, sleep, or use bedding materials in any of the following circumstances, unless 
otherwise specifically authorized by this code, by declaration of the Mayor in emergency circumstances, by 
executive order of the City Manager pursuant to such emergency declaration, or by executive order of the City 
Manager pursuant to such declaration, or by declaration of the City Manager in the case of a severe event: 
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(a) On the Greenways or Prescott Park, during the period May 1st to September 30th in any calendar year, or 
at any other time if the Fire Chief or the Fire Chief’s designee determines that a fire hazard exists; 

(b) On a playground or sports field during hours of closure. Notwithstanding Section 5.255, lying or sleeping 
in a City-owned park during hours of closure is not prohibited so long as the individual is experiencing 
homelessness, is not on a playground or sports field, is not on a “school park” associated with a school, and is 
not violating any other subsection of this section; 

(c) On areas underneath roadways or bridges that are not open to the public; 

(d) On railroad tracks or within 15 feet of railroad tracks; 

(e) On publicly owned property not open to the public, including but not limited to the Public Works Service 
Center and park areas temporarily closed for construction, repairs, maintenance, cleaning and similar 
activities; 

(f) On streets, including planter strips, medians and parking spaces; 

(g) On sidewalks, if by doing so, the person obstructs pedestrian traffic along the sidewalk or into private 
property and businesses adjacent to the sidewalk. For purposes of this provision, an individual obstructs 
pedestrian traffic if that individual, by camping, lying, sleeping, or using bedding materials, reduces the path of 
travel to less than 36 inches. 

(6) Except as provided in subsection (10) of this section, at least 72 hours before removing homeless individuals 
from an established camping site, law enforcement officials shall post a written notice, in English and Spanish, at 
all entrances to the camping site to the extent that the entrances can reasonably be identified. 

(a) When a 72-hour notice is posted, law enforcement officials shall inform local agencies that deliver social 
services to homeless individuals as to where the notice has been posted. Any local agency, providing service 
within the City limits of Medford, desiring to be on this notification list must provide its name, address, 
telephone number, and name of contact person to the Medford Police Department, in writing, requesting 
notification. 

(b) The local agencies may arrange for outreach workers to visit the camping site that is subject to the notice 
to assess the need for social service assistance in arranging shelter and other assistance. 

(7) (a) All personal property at the camping site that remains unclaimed after removal shall be given to a law 
enforcement official, a local agency that delivers social services to homeless individuals, an outreach worker, a 
local agency official or a person authorized to issue a citation described in subsection (10) of this section, 
whether notice is required or not. 

(b) The unclaimed personal property must be stored in a facility located in the same community as the 
camping site from which it was removed. For purposes of this section, the City of Medford is considered a 
single community. 

(c) Items that have no apparent value or utility or are in an insanitary condition may be immediately 
discarded upon removal of the homeless individuals from the camping site. 

5.257 Prohibited Camping, Lying, and Sleeping | Medford Municipal Code Page 3 of 5

The Medford Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 2021-108, passed September 16, 2021.



(d) Weapons, controlled substances other than prescription medication and items that appear to be either 
stolen or evidence of a crime shall be given to or retained by law enforcement officials. 

(8) The written notice required under subsection (6) of this section must state, at a minimum: 

(a) Where unclaimed personal property will be stored; 

(b) A phone number that individuals may call to find out where the property will be stored; or 

(c) If a permanent storage location has not yet been determined, the address and phone number of an 
agency that will have the information when available. 

(9) (a) The unclaimed personal property shall be stored in an orderly fashion, keeping items that belong to an 
individual together to the extent that ownership can reasonably be determined. 

(b) The property shall be stored for 30 days during which it shall be reasonably available to any individual 
claiming ownership. Any personal property that remains unclaimed after 30 days may be disposed of or 
donated to a corporation described in Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code as amended and in 
effect on December 31, 2020. 

(10) (a) The 72-hour notice requirement under subsection (6) of this section does not apply: 

(i) When there are grounds for law enforcement officials to believe that illegal activities other than 
camping are occurring at an established camping site; 

(ii) In the event of an exceptional emergency at an established camping site, including, but not limited to, 
possible site contamination by hazardous materials, a public health emergency or other immediate 
danger to human life or safety; or 

(iii) When the campsite is located in the areas specified in subsection (5)(a) of this section, and the notice 
is placed during the time frame described in subsection (5)(a) of this section, or when in the discretion of 
the Fire Chief or the Fire Chief’s designee, the Greenways or Prescott Park should be immediately closed 
for fire danger as described in subsection (5)(a) of this section or per Administrative Regulation 907. 

(b) If a funeral service is scheduled with less than 72 hours’ notice at a cemetery at which there is a camping 
site, or a camping site is established at the cemetery less than 72 hours before the scheduled service, the 
written notice required under subsection (6) of this section may be posted at least 24 hours before removing 
homeless individuals from the camping site. 

(11) A person authorized to issue a citation for unlawful camping may not issue the citation if the citation would 
be issued within 200 feet of a notice required under subsection (6) of this section and within two hours before or 
after the notice was posted. 

(12) Violation of subsection (3) of this section constitutes a violation. Violation of subsection (4) of this section 
consisting of vehicle camping in a lawful parking space constitutes a violation. Every day in which such violations 
occur constitutes a separate violation. A violation of subsection (4) or (5) of this section constitutes a crime, except 
for vehicle camping in a lawful parking space. 
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The Medford Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 2021-108, passed September 16, 2021. 

Disclaimer: The city attorney’s office has the official version of the Medford Municipal Code. Users should contact 
the city attorney’s office (541-774-2020) for ordinances passed subsequent to the ordinance cited above. 

Note: This site does not support Internet Explorer. To view this site, Code Publishing Company recommends using 
one of the following browsers: Google Chrome, Firefox, or Safari. 

City Website: www.medfordoregon.gov 
Code Publishing Company 

[Added Sec. 1, Ord. No. 6226, Nov. 3, 1988; Amd. Sec. 3, Ord. No. 2000-46, Mar. 16, 2000; Amd. Sec. 1, Ord. No. 
2018-115, Sep. 20, 2018; Amd. Sec. 1 (Exh. A), Ord. No. 2021-23, Apr. 1, 2021; Amd. Sec. 1 (Exh. A), Ord. No. 
2021-75, Jul. 15, 2021.] 
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