




MINUTES 5 - A
Warrenton City Commission

Regular Meeting - April 12, 2016
6:00 p.m.

Warrenton City Hall - Commission Chambers
225 S. Main 

Warrenton, Or 97146

Mayor Mark Kujala called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m., then led the public in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:   Tom Dyer, Rick Newton, Henry Balensifer, Pam Ackley, Mayor Mark
Kujala 

Staff Present: City Manager Kurt Fritsch, City Attorney Harold Snow, City Recorder Linda
Engbretson, Fire Chief Tim Demers, Finance Director April Clark, Community Development
Director Skip Urling, Wastewater Treatment Superintendent Kyle Sharpsteen.

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

Commissioner Newton -commented that the joint county-cities meeting held March 31 was
interesting, although he said he wasn’t sure anything was accomplished. It was a lot of talk. He
stated he does hope something comes out of the housing issue discussion. He announced he is
endorsing Dawn McIntosh for Clatsop County Circuit Court Judge. 

Commissioner Dyer - recently attended a very interesting case law training. In regards to how the
City proceeds, we do a good job by proceeding cautiously and not moving ahead with issues too
fast. He thanked legal counsel Snow for guiding the City in this manner.  

Commissioner Balensifer - said he’s talked with Senator Merkley and his staff regarding the
Hammond Marina conveyance and lease issue, as well as having raised the issue with Senator
Bonamici. We want to keep them in the loop to move the conveyance forward in as smooth a
manner as possible. Said he looks forward to discussion on the proposed “fair voting” ordinance
he is presenting this evening.

Commissioner Ackley - thanked Chief Demers and staff for their prompt response during a
recent medical call involving her husband.  She recently attended a Pacific Power company
breakfast meeting where they talked about LED lighting in city buildings and associated cost
savings for future consideration. Also thanked the police dept. for keeping everything orderly
during the Color the Coast for Autism 3K Run/Walk last weekend. “They did an amazing job.”
She also said she attended an Astoria Community Development Dept. Meeting with the Clatsop
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Association of Realtors. It was very interesting to hear what is happening in Astoria. It would be
great to have a presentation by all the cities to the group.

City Manager Fritsch - an item on the agenda this evening is to further review and discuss what
happened at the joint County-cities meeting. He stated he hopes to have an announcement in a
few days as to a hire for Public Works Director. He thanked Ed Wegner for the great job he has
done as Interim PW Director.  

City Recorder Engbretson - reminded members their Statement of Economic Interest is due by
this Friday, April 15. 

After reading a Proclamation, Mayor Kujala proclaimed April 2016 Sexual Assault Awareness
Month. 

CONSENT CALENDAR

A.  City Commission Regular Meeting Minutes - 3.22.16
B.  City Commission Work Session Meeting Minutes - 3.22.16
C.  Police Department Monthly Statistics - March 16
D.  Finance Department Monthly Report - February 2016

Commissioner Henry Balensifer  made the motion to accept the Consent Calendar as
presented.  Motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 

Newton - aye; Dyer - aye; Balensifer - aye; Ackley - aye; Kujala - aye.

BUSINESS

Mayor Kujala explained that Mr. Albert (Bert) Little, Quartermaster VFW Post 10580, submitted
a letter explaining that Post 10580 is applying for a grant to place a Memorial War Veterans
monument at the Post Office to honor veterans in the Warrenton/Hammond area who served
from WWI to present day. Quartermaster Little’s letter requested the City Commission submit a
letter supporting the grant application and monument. 

Commissioner Henry Balensifer  made the motion to approve the letter of support for the
Fort Stevens VFW Memorial War Veterans Monument grant application. Motion was
seconded and passed unanimously. 

Newton - aye; Dyer - aye; Balensifer - aye; Ackley - aye; Kujala - aye.

Community Development Director Skip Urling explained the Planning Department’s budget

MINUTES
Warrenton City Commission 
Regular Meeting - 4-12-16
Page: 2



includes a line item for application processing fees for external expenses related to
permit/application review for Oregon LNG related expenses, i.e., hearings officer, legal counsel,
consultants, and other out of pocket expenses related to the OLNG proposal. He reported
expenses to date have exceeded the budget, and he requested the Commission adjust the budget
by adopting Resolution No. 2458 to increase the line item by $52,000.

Commissioner Henry Balensifer made the motion to adopt Resolution No. 2458; Approving
and Adopting Increases to the 2015-2016 Budget by Increasing Appropriations for a Request
for Services, Which will be Paid by Another Entity. Motion was seconded and passed
unanimously. 

Newton - aye; Dyer - aye; Balensifer - aye; Ackley - aye; Kujala - aye.

City Manager Fritsch explained the City is currently under an Intergovernmental Agreement
(IGA) for exchange of library services between the cities of Warrenton, Seaside, and Astoria with
partners including the NW Regional ESD, Clatsop County, and the school districts therein. The
current IGA expires April 30, 2016.  Services include outreach to provide library cards for all
children ages birth to nineteen, a countywide summer reading program, and courier service
between the three cities. 

Commissioner Pam Ackley made the motion to authorize the City Manager’s signature on
the IGA between the cities of Astoria, Seaside, and Warrenton for cooperation in the
provision of library services. Motion was seconded and passed unanimously.  

Newton - aye; Dyer - aye; Balensifer - aye; Ackley - aye; Kujala - aye. 

Commissioner Balensifer introduced his proposal for the adoption of a “fair voting” ordinance.
The proposed ordinance states that any measure that includes a requirement for more than a
majority of votes cast by the electorate to approve a change in law or government action shall
become effective only if approved by at least the same percentage of voters specified in the
proposed voting requirement. He noted that the Oregon Constitution allows local municipalities
to set the initiative and referendum process.  Discussion followed with fellow commissioners
indicating they agreed with the proposal. Staff will bring back the ordinance for first reading
April 26. 

Discussion followed on the joint County/Cities meeting held on March 31.  Commissioner
Newton again noted that there was a lot of discussion but nothing was really accomplished.
Discussion followed on the lack of housing and affordable housing in the community.  Mayor
Kujala stated he believes Warrenton is actively participating in creating new housing. City
Manager Fritsch said the positive side of the meeting was that the elected officials were able to
sit down and jointly review community issues. Mayor Kujala said he will look into putting a
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meeting together with the other Mayors to discuss moving the concerns discussed forward. 

At 6:47 p.m., there being no further business, Mayor Kujala adjourned the regular meeting and
announced that the Commission would meet in an executive session, under the authority of ORS
192.660(2)(f); to consider information or records that are exempt by law from public inspection
and ORS 192.660(2)(h); to consult with counsel concerning the legal rights and duties of a
public body with regard to current litigation or litigation likely to be filed. He stated the
Commission would not re-open the regular session to take action on items discussed during the
executive session. 

APPROVED

______________________________
Mark Kujala, Mayor

ATTEST

______________________________
Linda Engbretson, CMC
City Recorder
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WARRENTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 

MARCH 2016 STATISTICS 
  APRIL 26, 2016 

 

News & Events: 
 All of the officers are now wearing body cameras and four of the patrol cars are using mobile 

video. The officers are getting used to the units and remembering to turn them on but other 
than some technical issues and computer glitches I am hearing positive comments from the 
officers and citizens. 

 Officer Riley, Detective Bussert, and Chief Workman as well as members from the 
Warrenton/Hammond and Astoria CERT programs helped with the 3rd Annual KOA Autism 
Color Run. The run had around 500 participants this year so it made for some tricky traffic 
situations on Ridge Road to the Columbia River Viewpoint but there were no major incidents. 

 Chief Workman attended the Oregon Association Chiefs of Police Conference in Bend April 
11th to the 15th. At the annual awards banquet Chief Workman was given a President’s Award 
for his work in the association and co-chairing two current committees and a third in the past. 

 Chief Workman will be doing two presentations at the upcoming Opioid Summit on April 28th at 
the Seaside Convention Center. Chief Workman will present on local efforts to promote safe & 
responsible destruction of medications and also on the potential use of the drug Naloxone by 
officers to safe people who are over-dosing on opioids and heroin. 

 Officer Riley and Officer Dalrymple are attending the Child Abuse Family Violence Summit in 
Portland from the 18th to the 22nd. 

 Officer Mossman and Officer Johnston helped with the WGS Tsunami Drill on April 14th. 
 
  

 
 
 
 

2016 2015 %Chg 2014 %Chg 2013 %Chg

716 621 15% 606 18% 637 12%

143 127 13% 121 18% 136 5%

111 79 41% 95 17% 33 236%

260 157 66% 157 66% 285 -9%

5 2 150% 2 150% 0 500%

13 41 -68% 34 -62% 21 -38%

92 79 16% 100 -8% 92 0%

73 49 49% 154 -53% 121 -40%

6 4 50% 7 -14% 8 -25%

27 14 93% 26 4% 14 93%

107.5 34.75 209% 41 162% 71.75 50%

57 82.5 -31% 71.5 -20% 100.5 -43%Reserve Hours

March Statistics (% changes are compared to 2016)

Category

Calls for Service

Incident Reports

Arrests/Citations

Traffic Events

DUII Calls

Traffic Accidents

Property Crimes

Disturbances

Drug/Narcotics Calls

Animal Complaints

Officer O.T.
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The following is a graphic representation of statistics for 
March 2016 using our CrimeReports.com membership. 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

637 647 716

124 125 143

64 69 111

254 231 260

2 3 5

16 15 13

46 68 92

66 58 73

8 4 6

19 18 27

148.25 236.75 107.5

30 82 57

Category

Calls for Service

Incident Reports

Reserve Hours

Property Crimes

Disturbances

Drug/Narcotics Calls

Animal Complaints

Arrests/Citations

Traffic Events

DUII Calls

Traffic Accidents

Officer O.T.

Oct Nov Dec 2016 YTD 2015 2014 2013

2000 8000 8239 -3% 8317 -4% 7132 12%

392 1568 1749 -10% 1515 3% 1364 15%

244 976 925 6% 994 -2% 841 16%

745 2980 2353 27% 2220 34% 2075 44%

10 40 15 167% 14 186% 33 21%

44 176 291 -40% 408 -57% 498 -65%

206 824 805 2% 1374 -40% 1312 -37%

197 788 781 1% 1359 -42% 1372 -43%

18 72 42 71% 80 -10% 69 4%

64 256 311 -18% 318 -19% 329 -22%

493 1970 1249 58% 997.5 97% 999 97%

169 676 901.75 -25% 804.75 -16% 1016 -33%

2016 v. 

2013

2016 

Estimate

2016 v 

2015

2016 v. 

2014
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Incidents (Warrenton) 

 
 

Incidents (Hammond) 

 











     

  

         Current     1 year ago 

♦ Interest Rates: 

 LGIP :     .75%    .50% 

 Columbia Bank:  .05%   .05% 

♦ Prime Rate:  3.50% 3.25% 

♦ L/T  Bond Rate:  3.38% 3.59% 

♦ CPI-U change:  0.9%   -0.1% 

♦ Unemployment Rates:         

 Clatsop County:    4.5%   5.3%                       

 Oregon:                 4.5%          5.7% 

 U.S.:                      5.0%    5.5%  
 

♦ Utility Bills mailed            3,241 

♦ New Service Connections            6 

♦ Reminder Letters              454 

♦ Door Hangers                        94 

♦ Water Service Discontinued       11 

♦ Walk-in counter payments       689 

♦ Mail payments                   1,266 

♦ Auto Pay Customers/pymts     509 

♦ Online (Web)  payments          539  

♦ Checks Issued                         399 

Financial Narrative as of March 31, 2016 

Note:  Revenues and expenses should 
track at 9/12 or 75% of the budget.   

General Fund:   Year to date revenues 
amount to $2,900,446, which is 81.2% of 
the budget, compared to the prior year 
amount of $2,656,374 and are up by 
$244,072. Increases are shown in property 
taxes, franchise fees, transient room tax, 
state revenue sharing, planning charges, 
fire charges, lease receipts, and donations 
and are offset by decreases in municipal 
court, police charges and miscellaneous.   

Expenses year to date amount to 
$2,944,578, which is 73.3% of the budget, 
compared to the prior year amount of 
$2,486,802, up by $457,776.  Most of this 
increase comes from the Police department 
personnel services.  One position was va-
cant for much of the prior year and a COPS 
grant position was also added.  This posi-
tion is funded from the general fund  and 
then adjusted when reimbursed 75% by the 
grant. All departments are tracking at or 
under budget.  The Planning department 
expenditures include higher than anticipated 
costs attributed to processing Oregon LNG.  
These costs are recovered from Oregon 
LNG. 

WBA:  Business license revenue 
amounts to $45,725 compared to $44,930 
last year at this time, a difference of $795.  
The number of licenses issued to date are 
541 compared to 568 last year at this time.  
Year to date expenses exceed revenues by 
$4,684 and reduce fund balance by same. 

Building Department:  Permit revenues 
this month amount to $20,518, and 
$166,767, year to date, which is 190.7% 
of the budgeted amount. Last year to date 
permit revenue was $259,491, a year to 
date difference of $92,724.   

State Tax Street:  State gas taxes re-
ceived this month amount to $20,384 for 
fuel sold in February and $202,228 year 
to date. City gas taxes received this 
month amount to $15,222 for fuel sold in 
January and $174,009, year to date.  The 
fund balance increased by $84,450. Total 
gas taxes year to date for the current and 
prior year are $376,237 and $367,819, 
respectively.  

Warrenton Marina:  Total revenues to 
date are $487,981, 103.8% of the budget-
ed amount, compared to the prior year 
amount $403,541 and was 98.5% of the 
budgeted amount. There is $42,071 in 
moorage receivables outstanding. 

Hammond Marina:  Total revenues to 
date are $274,597, 104.5% of the budget-
ed amount, compared to the prior year 
amount of $246,528 and was 111.5% of 
the budgeted amount. There is $2,354 in 
moorage receivables outstanding. 

Of the total outstanding receivables, 
$25,697 is over 90 days old. 

Water Fund:  Utility fees charged this 
month are $100,533 and $55,829 and 
$1,058,050 and $841,350, year to date, 
for in-city and out-city, respectively and 
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Economic Indicators Department Statistics  Current and Pending Projects 

♦ 2016-2017 Budget Preparation 

♦ 2017-2022 Capital Improvement Pro-
gram 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

totals $1,899,400 and is 80.2% of the budget.  
Last year at this time year to date fees were 
$945,461 and $715,185, for in-city and out-
city, respectively, and totaled $1,660,646. A 
transfer of $279,776 was made to the Water 
Capital Reserve Fund this month. Year to date 
expenses exceed revenues by $64,388 and 
reduce fund balance by same.  

Sewer Fund:  Utility fees this month are 
$149,768 and $1,357,339, year to date, and is 
77.9% of the budget.  Last year to date fees 
were $1,301,801. Outside city fees for Shore-
line Sanitary District were $8,916 this month 
and $27,124 year to date. Septage revenue 
this month amounts to $26,474 and $227,852 
year to date and is 113.9% of the budget.  
Last year to date septage revenues were 
$184,089.  Total revenues year to date are 
$1,645,610 compared to $1,524,762, at this 
time last year.  The budgeted revenue in-
cludes loan proceeds for the core conveyance 
in the amount of $1,920,304 which has not 
been drawn on. A transfer of $237,445 was 
made to the Sewer Capital Reserve Fund this 
month. 

Storm Sewer Fund:  Utility fees (20% of sew-
er fees) this month are $29,963 and $271,541 
year to date and is 77.9% of the budget. Total 
revenues year to date are $279,799 compared 
to $131,621 at this time last year. 

Sanitation Fund:  Service fees charged this 
month for garbage and recycling were 
$70,016 and $14,143, and $642,137 and 
$126,841, year to date, and are 78.8% and 
76.9% of the budget, respectively.      

Monthly Finance Report 
March 2016 
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Financial data as of March 2016, continued 
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Financial data as of March 2016, continued 
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